Chick Phase (0 - 6 weeks)

oChicksideally to be vaccinated from day old
for, Marek’s, Infectious Bronchitis and in high risk
areas, Newcastle Disease and Infectious
Larynotracheitis.

eRaise chicks well away from older birds and
ideally on ground that has been rested from mature
birds.

oChick brooding areato be sanitised and dry,
well ventilated but not overly drafty.

eBrooding area floor to be covered with clean,
dry wood shavings or smular (approx 2 cm deep).
Flooring & shavings to be kept as dry as possible to
assist against exposure to Coccidiosis (internal
parasite). VSF Chick Starter contains a coccidiostat but
poor conditions may overly expose chick to the
disease.

oChicksidedlly should have easy & free access
toa sanctuary areawith atemperature of 30 - 35° C,
for 1 - 2 weeks, thereafter over thefollowing 5 - 6
weeks reduce temperature gradually to ambient
temperature, thiswill assist chicksto “feather up”.
Invery cold climates or areas of large overnight
fluctuations awarm sanctuary may till be required.
These areas should be well ventilated but draft free.

oChicksidedly to have 20 - 22 hours of lighting
per day for the first week, gradually reducing lighting
hoursto 10 - 12 hours per day at 7 - 9 weeks of age.

eProvide at least 10 cm of water trough & 5cm
of feed trough space per chick to ensure less dominant
chicks have access (24/7). Ensureal waters & feeders
are kept clean and full at al times.

eFeeding Recommendations

VSF Chick Starter, fed adlib from day old to 6
weeks of age, estimated intake over thisperiod 1kg +

spillage.

Pullet Phase (6 - 18 weeks)

oPulletsideally to be treated for worms at 7, 12
& 18 weeks of age.
Worm infestation can cause poor weight gains which
will latter effect overall egg production and bird health.

o|f possible raise pullets well away from older
birds and ideally on ground that has been rested from
mature birds.

oPullet rearing area to be sanitised and dry, well
ventilated but not overly drafty.

oFloor areato be covered with clean & dry
wood shavings or smular (approx 2 cm deep). Flooring
& shavingsto be kept as dry as possible to assist
against the exposure to Coccidiosis (internal parasite).
V SF Pullet Grower contains a coccidiostat but poor
conditions may overly expose pulletsto the disease.

ePullets will look to “dust bath” thisisanatural
instinct to reduce dust mite, commercial dusting
powder isavailable to further assist.

eProvide at least 10 cm of water trough & 10 cm
of feed trough space per pullet to ensure less dominant
pullets have access (24/7). Ensureal waters & feeders
are kept clean and full at al times.

eExcessive free ranging or vegetable scraps may
limit required intake of the Pullet Grower over the
6 -18 week period resulting in a slower maturity /
weight and subsequent egg production over thelife
span of the bird.

eFeeding Recommendations

VSF Pullet Grower, to be phased in as Chick
Starter is being phased out and fed adlib. Vegetable
scraps should be limited so as not to substitute the high
nutritional properties of the V SF Pullet Grower.
Estimated intake over the pullet period, 5kg + spillage.

Laying Phase (18 - >52 weeks)

eHens can now be fully introduced to other  mature
hensif desired

eAlthough V SF Pullet Grower can till be fed to birds
coming onto point of lay, it isdesirable to usatrue layer feed
asit ismore nutritionally balanced to assist the bird with their
egg production demands. Rule of thumb layer feed can start
to beintroduced at 16 weeks of age with the Pullet Grower.
Eggs from layers consuming feed that contains a coccidiostat
should not be consumed & atwo week withholding period on
egg consumption once feeding feed that contains a
coccidiostat has ceased.

eHenswill ook to “dust bath” thisisanatural instinct
to reduce dust mite, commercial dusting powder is available
to further assi<.

eAllow 1 nesting box per every 5 hens, line nesting
boxes with wood shavings or simular to help prevent egg
breakage.

eProvide at least 10 cm of water trough & 10 cm of
feed trough space per hen to ensure less dominant hens have
access (24/7). Ensuredl waters & feeders are kept clean and
full at all times.

oIf high egg production is required, birds to have
15 - 16 hours of consistent lighting per day. Peak egg
production is normally seen between 26 - 30 weeks of age.
Replacement stock should be coming through between
1.4-18years.

oCollect eggs daily & refrigerate

eFeeding Recommendations

VSF Poultry Supreme
VSF Free Range L ayer
VSF Free Range Scratch Mix
VSF Back Yard Layer

Layer dietsto be fed adlib & available (24/7).
Vegetable scraps and pasture can be made available, avoid
mower clippings though. Estimated intake per day 80 - 120
grams pending climate, lighting, bird size, hedth & feed and
water quaity and access.
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